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REPLY COMMENTS OF
THE INDEPENDEMNT ALLIANCE

The Independent Alliance!' hereby submits reply comments to
the Commission’s Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FNPRM).
In this proceeding, as in other spectrum matters, the Independent
Alliance urges the Commission to consider and implement the
Commission’s statutory mandate to ensure prompt delivery of
wireless services to rural areas, and to ensure that rural
telephone companies are given the opportunity to participate in
the provision of spectrum-based services. 1In support thereof,
the following is shown:

The Commission is charged by Section 309(j) of the

Communications Act of 1934, as amended, to provide rural

telephone companies with the opportunity to participate in the
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Yy The Independent Alliance is a group of rural telephone
companies that share a common interest in providing wireless
services to rural subscribers residing in areas with communities of
interest associated with their wireline service areas.



provision of spectrum-based services.? The Commission has, with
regard to GWCS, fulfilled this mandate through policies granting
exclusively to rural telcos rights to partitioned spectrum.’
When adopting this policy, the Commission referenced the
partitioning rules developed and implemented for cellular and
Pcs.*

The PCS policies were developed to meet the dual objectives
Congress set forth in Section 309(j): to provide for rural telcos
the opportunity to participate in the provision of wireless
services, and to speed deployment of new wireless technologies to
rural areas.’ The Commission noted that the existing
infrastructure of rural telcos is "well suited" to the rapid
introduction of PCS into rural areas, which "tend to be less
profitable to serve for companies without existing infrastructure
than more densely populated urban areas." To fulfill its

statutory mandate, the Commission created a plan of geographic

Yy 47 U.S.C. § 309(3).
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Report and order, ET Docket No. 94-32 11 FCC Rcd 624, at para. 105
(rel. Aug. 2, 1995).
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partitioning that allows rural telcos to acquire spectrum to
serve areas reasonably related to their wireline service areas.’
Before the promise of these policies could be realized, the
Commission adopted changes in PCS partitioning policies. This
action is the subject of a Petition for Reconsideration pending
before the Commission, as well as a case before the United States
Court of Appeals.® The Independent Alliance respectfully urges
the Commission to consider carefully its statutory mandate and
adopt for the GWCS spectrum policies which clearly fulfill the
Congressional mandate with which the Commission has been charged
-- ensuring that rural telcos have the reasonable opportunity to
partitioned spectrum in the areas that correspond to their

wireline service areas.

Kraskin & Lesse, LLP

Counsel for the Independent
Alliance

2120 L Street, N.W., Suite 520
Washington, D.C. 20037
202/296-8890

February 25, 1997

1 Id. at para. 151.
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Independent Alliance, WT Docket No. 96-148, GN Docket No. 96-113
(filed Feb. 5, 1997); gee also Rural Telecommunications Group v.
FCC, Case No. 97-1077 (D.C. Cir.) (filed Feb. 5, 1997).
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Shelley M. Bryce, hereby certify that a copy of "Reply Comments of the
Independent Alliance” was served on this 25th day of February 1997, by first class, U.S. mail,

postage prepaid, to the following parties:

Chairman Reed Hundt *

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner James H. Quello *
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Rachelle Chong *
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness *

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

International Transcription Services *
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 246
Washington, DC 20554

Michelle Farquhar *

Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 5002
Washington, DC 20554

Shelley M. Biyce

David Furth *

Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, NW, Room 7002
Washington, DC 20554

Carl W. Northrop

E. Ashton Johnston

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, 10* Floor
Washington, DC 20004-2400
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PowerPage, Inc.

Mark A. Stachiw
AirTouch Paging
12221 Merit Drive, Suite 800
Dallas, TX 75251

Cathleen A. Massey

Douglas 1. Brandon
AT&T Wireless Services

1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 4* Floor
Washington, DC 20036

* via hand delivery



Howard J. Symons

Sara F. Seidman

Michelle M. Mundt

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky &
Popeo, P.C.

701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20004

C I for AT&T Wircless Servi

John T. Scott, III

Crowell & Moring

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

C | for Bell Atlantic/N Mobil
Inc.

Willaim Barfield

Jim O. Llewllyn

BellSouth Corporation

1155 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 1800
Atlanta, GA 30309-2641

David G. Frolio

David G. Richards
BellSouth Corporation
1133 21" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Kathryn A. Zachem
John B. Branscome

Wilkinson, Barker, Knauer & Quinn

1735 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006

Counsel for Benbow P.C.S. Ventures, Inc.

Michael Altschul

Randall S. Coleman

Weady Chow

Cellular Telecommunications Industry
Association

1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036

Andre J. Lachance

1850 M Street, NW, Suite 1200
GTE Service Corporation
Washington, DC 20036

Caressa D. Bennet

Dorothy E. Cukier

Bennet & Bennet, PLLC

1019 19th Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

C { for Rural Tel .
Group

Bruce E. Beard

SBC Communications Inc.

13075 Manchester Road, Suite 100N

St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Counse] for Southwestern Bell Wireless.
Inc.

Carol Tacker

Vice-President & General Counsel
Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems, Inc.
17330 Preston Road, Suite 100A
Dallas, TX 75252



